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Red dragonflies (males)

Scarlet Skimmer

Body not completely red

Without body markings

Spine-tufted Skimmer

Thorax dark-brown; 

eyes dark green

Thorax orange-

brown

Grenadier

With body markings

Abdomen has 

black bands

Crimson Dropwing Common Parasol

Others:

Pink and brownish-red dragonflies

Without body markings

Common Redbolt

Body completely red

With body markings

Common Scarlet Scarlet Basker

Abdomen
has a dark line

Abdomen has two 

black diamond-shaped 
spots

All photo credits (unless otherwise specified): Robin Ngiam

Size: 41–44 mm

Size: 42–45 mmSize: 40–43 mm Size: 37–41 mm Size: 41–48 mm Size: 43–48 mm

Size: 32–35 mm Size: 30–34 mm
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Blue dragonflies (males)

Abdomen trumpet-shaped Abdomen not trumpet-shaped

Trumpet Tail

Abdomen with 

orange markings

Common Chaser

Abdomen without 

orange markings

Blue Dasher Common Blue Skimmer

Dark tip of abdomen 
broader

Dark tip of abdomen
narrower

All photo credits (unless otherwise specified): Robin Ngiam

Size: 27–29 mm

Size: 43–45 mm Size: 33–35 mm Size: 41–46 mm
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Black dragonflies (males)

Wings with yellow and dark bars Wings without yellow and dark bars

Yellow-barred Flutterer

Banded Skimmer Variegated Green Skimmer

Abdomen with 

white/cream band

Markings greenish-

yellow; eyes pale green

Abdomen without 

white/cream band

Markings 
yellowish-green

Common Flangetail

Photo credit: Elliott Ong

All photo credits (unless otherwise specified): Robin Ngiam

Size: 39–41 mm

Size: 37–38 mm Size: 47–52 mm Size: 64–68 mm



Yellow/Orange dragonflies (males)

Wings with markings Wings without markings

Common Amberwing White-barred Duskhawk Wandering Glider

Wings have brown-and-

white patches
Wings have amber tints
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All photo credits (unless otherwise specified): Robin Ngiam

Size: 29–31 mm Size: 44–47 mm Size: 45–47 mm



Abdomen indistinctly 
marked/not marked

Abdomen
reddish-brown

Spine-tufted 
Skimmer
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Female dragonflies with different appearances from males

Wings with yellowish-orange spots

Thorax without markings

Wings without yellowish orange spots

Common Amberwing

Abdomen
distinctly marked

With dark markings on 

sides of abdomen

Scarlet Basker

With dark spots, hindwing 
with amber patch

Common Scarlet

With dark line

Blue Dasher

With dark band

Markings 
lighter 

Common Parasol

Markings 
darker 

Crimson Dropwing

Photo credit: Goh Pei Shuan

Thorax with markings

Thorax with a yellow band 
extending to abdomen

Common Redbolt

Thorax with yellow stripes

Banded Skimmer

Abdomen without 
distinct yellow patch

Abdomen with 
distinct yellow patch

Common Chaser

Photo credit: Tang Hung Bun Photo credit: Tang Hung Bun

1  Under certain lighting conditions, the light brown tint in the middle of 
the wings becomes apparent

Photo credit: Tang Hung Bun

Abdomen not 
reddish-brown

Eyes pale orange

White-barred 
Duskhawk 1

Eyes greyish green

Common 
Blue Skimmer

Eyes pale brownish grey

Scarlet 
Skimmer

All photo credits (unless otherwise specified): Robin Ngiam

Size: 29–31 mm

Size: 37–38 mm Size: 43–45 mm Size: 41–44 mm

Size: 33–35 mm Size: 40–43 mm Size: 42–45 mm

Others:

Abdomen trumpet-
shaped and 
greenish-yellow with 
dark markings.

Trumpet Tail

Size: 27–29 mm

Size: 32–25 mm Size: 30–34 mm

Size: 41–48 mm

Size: 44–47 mm Size: 47–52 mm Size: 43–48 mm



Species which males and females look alike

Wandering Glider Yellow-barred Flutterer Variegated Green Skimmer

Grenadier Common Flangetail

Photo credit: Elliott Ong
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All photo credits (unless otherwise specified): Robin Ngiam

Size: 45–47 mm Size: 39–41 mm Size: 47–52 mm

Size: 37–41 mm Size: 64–68 mm


